132     MAXIMILIAN  THE  DREAMER
and I cannot do better than quote as his epitaph the words of a French historian :
" Homme astucieux, fecond en ressources, souvent vaincu mais jamais abattu par les revers, et qui, apres chaque defaite, se relive par son genie au dessus des coups de la fortune."to conquer Guelderland, once for all, and thus put an end to this ceaseless, irritating petty war. So it dragged on, and occasionally the Emperor was very much annoyed when his advice was not taken. Thus with regard to the siege of Venloo in 1511, he had suggested that a blockhouse should be built at Wageningen to isolate the city and prevent the arrival of help and supplies. But the Flemish general and the English captain, " Edoart Porning," preferred to batter the walls for three days and then attempt to take Venloo by assault; upon which they were driven back with great loss. Maximilian, on hearing of this, makes the pious remark that we must take the fortune of war as God sends it, but regrets that his advice was not taken, "as we know some little about such affairs."
